
AGENDA
08:30 AM

09:35 AM

2:30 PM

3:15 PM

Registration, Marketplace & Networking (plus entertainment from saxophonist)

09:30 AM Welcome by hosts Lucy Kenny, Moseley Community Trust & Naseem Akhtar, Sähëlï Hub

Afzal Hussain, B:CAN Chair ​
Derrick Anderson, Lord Lieutenant for the West Midlands ​
Emma Corrigan, England Director – National Lottery Community Fund 

10:15 AM
B:CAN Showcase (lightning talks)
Facilitator: Waheed Saleem – Witton Lodge Community Association​
Shane Wedderburn – B:CAN Energy;     Harry Naylor – B:CAN Mental Health ​
Elena Nisfoeanu - Game of Stones;       Rawaad Mahyub – B:CAN Membership

10:45 AM Cllr Roger Harmer, Leader of Birmingham City Council

11:00 AM BREAK 

11:15 AM

Panel: Funding Local Services & Community Change       
Facilitator: Ajit Singh – Nishkam Civic Association​
Speakers: Nicola Thurbon - National Lottery Community Fund   
Tom Bostock – Big Issue
Peter Cunnison – Lloyds Bank Foundation      
Hari Matharu - Sport England  

12:00 PM

Panel: Community Voice & Influence in decision-making structures       
Facilitator: Jo Harper – Gateway Family Services CIC​
Speakers: Rishi Shori - Birmingham City Council     
Sally Burns – Public Health Birmingham      
Suzanne Cleary – Birmingham Community Healthcare Trust
Ed Wallis – Locality​

12:45 PM Lunch & Marketplace (plus entertainment from saxophonist)

1:45 PM

Panel: Social Value – Amplifying Community Impact  
Facilitator: Becky Debenham – Northfield Community Partnership​
Speakers: Tom Harding – Birmingham City Council      
Simon Clarke – NHS, Director of Procurement
Joey Jones – Grayling PR (Sports Quarter)

Community Leadership Accelerator Programme Showcase  
Facilitator: Basharat Dad – Our Community Foundation​
Speakers: Professor Harris Beider - The Forward Institute     
Haider Bashir – Our Community Foundation    
Raiden Crawford - The Springfield Project​

Conference Reflections & Close - Afzal Hussain, B:CAN Chair 

Marketplace/Networking until 4pm close
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EMPOWERING COMMUNITIES: FROM
LOCAL ACTION TO LASTING IMPACT



 
  
 

Derrick Anderson CBE, Lord Lieutenant for the West Midlands ​

Derrick Anderson CBE was appointed by His Majesty The King to be His
representative in the West Midlands with effect from 5th August 2024.

In his working life Derrick was Chief Executive Officer of Wolverhampton
Council and subsequently Lambeth Council, retiring in 2014.  Since then he has
devoted his time to a wide range of roles.

  

Councillor Roger Harmer, Leader of Birmingham City Council

Councillor Harmer is the newly elected Leader of Birmingham City Council. He
is a longstanding Councillor, having served for 22 years as a councillor for
Acocks Green in the south east of the City.

He has worked in the private, public and voluntary sectors. He has managed
large scale bid development, delivery of national public sector programmes
and key account management across the European chemicals industry.

Emma Corrigan, England Director - National Lottery Community Fund

Emma joined the National Lottery Community Fund in July 2022. As one of The
England Directors, Emma is responsible for the Leadership of Programmes,
Operations and English Regions.

With over 20 years’ experience in grant making, Emma was most recently the
Head of Design and Delivery at BBC Children in Need, ensuring the successful
delivery of the fund across the UK and leading multiple major change
programmes for the charity. 

Afzal Hussain, Chair - Birmingham Community Action Network 

Afzal Hussain is a leader in community-led change and one of the driving
forces behind the convening of the Birmingham Community Action Network
(B:CAN). 

As Chair of B:CAN and Chief Officer of Witton Lodge Community Association,
Afzal has a strong track record of place-based transformation, bringing
partners together to turn local insights into practical action and lasting
community impact. 

Follow & tag B:CAN on social media

        Birmingham Community Action Network
       @birmingham.can

#bcan #bcanconference #birminghamcan 

Visit www.bcan.co.uk Please scan the QR code to share 
your feedback on our event

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS


